DEFINITIONS

DEFICIENT - A bridge is considered Deficient if it is either Structurally Deficient or Functionally           Obsolete.
STRUCTURALLY DEFICIENT - A bridge is Structurally Deficient if it is in relatively poor condition, or has insufficient load-carrying capacity. The insufficient load capacity could be due to the original design or to deterioration. The following Structure Inventory and Appraisal items are used to determine this category:


Year Built

 
Must be at least 10 years old.


Type of Service


Must be a highway bridge.

AND

One or more of the following conditions exist.


(58) Deck Condition


Must be rated 4 or less.


(59) Superstructure Condition

Must be rated 4 or less.


(60) Substructure Condition

Must be rated 4 or less.

(62) Culvert Condition


Must be rated 4 or less.

(67) Structural Evaluation

Must be rated 2 or less.

(71) Waterway Adequacy

Must be rated 2 or less.
FUNCTIONALLY OBSOLETE - A bridge is considered Functionally Obsolete if it is narrow, has inadequate under-clearances, has insufficient load-carrying capacity, is poorly aligned with the roadway, and can no longer adequately service today's traffic. The following Structure Inventory and Appraisal items are used to determine this category:


Year Built

 
Must be at least 10 years old.


Type of Service


Must be a highway bridge


AND

One or more of the following conditions exist.


(67) Structural Evaluation

Must be rated 3.


(68) Deck Geometry


Must be rated 3 or less.

(69) Under-clearance, vertical

Must be rated 3 or less.



       & horizontal


(71) Waterway Adequacy

Must be rated 3.

(72) Approach Roadway Alignment
Must be rated 3 or less.

NOTE:
A bridge must be classified as Deficient before it is eligible for federal bridge replacement or rehabilitation funds.  It must also have a certain Sufficiency Rating to qualify. To qualify for replacement, the Sufficiency Rating must be less than 50. To qualify for rehabilitation, the Sufficiency Rating must be 80 or less.

A bridge can only be Structurally Deficient or Functionally Obsolete, not both.  Structurally Deficient trumps Functionally Obsolete in the ratings.

Additionally, it is possible to have a sufficiency rating greater than 50 and still qualify for replacement.  For example, temporary support bents may have been added, resulting in an increased sufficiency rating.

